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During the month of March, we began offering in-person services for targeted groups of students, including childcare, one-on-one and 
small group instruction, services for students with special needs, and a return to athletic conditioning. The target for reopening 
schools remains mid-April for preschool and elementary school students, as well as students with learning differences and disabilities 
and by the end of the April for secondary schools. The District’s plan to reopen is dependent upon: the highest standard of health 
practices and protocols at schools must be in place, there must be lower levels of the virus in the communities we serve, and timely 
and sufficient access to vaccinations must be available for school staff. With health practices and protocols at our schools exceeding 
the most recent guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, COVID-19 levels in the Los Angeles area declining, and school staff 
now being offered the opportunity to receive the vaccine. You are encouraged you to stay informed as we continuously are providing 
updates on our eventual plan for students to physically return to campus safely.  Please fill out the selection survey that was sent to 
you to select a hybrid model or remote model when your child returns to campus.   As a former proud Principal at Grant High School, 
I want to Congratulate the Grant High School Lancers for winning the 2021 Academic Decathlon...way to represent our Community of 
Schools! I welcome your feedback at pdamonte@lausd.net. 
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Ulysses S. Grant High School (Grant High) in 

Valley Glen is the winner of Los Angeles Uni-

fied’s 40th annual Academic  

A rigorous scholastic competition that challenges 

students’ knowledge and skill in a variety of sub-

jects. The theme of this year’s decathlon is “The 

Cold War,” with students spending countless 

hours of intense study preparing for multiple-

choice tests in art, economics, math, music, sci-

ence and social science, as well as prepared and 

impromptu speeches, an interview and an essay.  

Coached by Grant High teacher David Sanchez 

and former Academic Decathlete Brennan Azizi, 

the winning team students Yadira Castillo, 

Braulio Hernandez, Vivian Le, Ruben Palafox, 

Mary Tovanyan and Juan Valencia took first 

place with 48,180.3 of a possible 60,000 points. 

In addition to the team scores, Yadira Castillo 

from Grant High earned the highest individual 

score with a total of 8,860.7 points.  Van Nuys 

High School placed 2nd place with 40,316.6 

points.   

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Why has Los Angeles Unified not opened when other schools in our geographic area have partially reopened? 
Los Angeles Unified has used safety as our number one priority in reopening schools. We are closely monitoring infection rates within our district, 
which may be much higher in some parts of our district when compared with neighboring districts. Furthermore, although the infection rate might be 
lower near one specific school in our district, that may not be true across our all or our communities. Our goal remains to open schools in the safest 
way possible for all students and for all those who work in our schools. 

How will we be notified when students will return to school? 
Superintendent Austin Beutner will provide this information to parents via his weekly updates, which can be viewed at 11 a.m. on Mondays at 
lausd.net or KLCS-TV (check local listings). Up to-date information will also be available at lausd.net and will be sent via email, phone calls, text mes-
sages. Your school principal will also send and post messages with this information as soon as it becomes available.  

What steps have been taken to increase safety at school facilities? 
All schools have been cleaned, top to bottom, and are well-stocked with cleaning supplies. Air filters in the ventilation systems have been replaced 
with those made of the material used to manufacture N-95 masks, and classroom surfaces are cleaned nightly with electrostatic machines. Signs and 
markings have been installed at schools to promote social distancing. We will continue to heed the recommendations of health experts on how to 

reduce health risks at schools. 

What types of precautions will be taken when school facilities reopen? 
Clear health and safety protocols are being developed. These include symptom checks and screening, modified classroom layouts , staggered start 
times, physical distancing of at least 6 feet, one-way foot traffic in hallways, face coverings, hygiene, disinfecting furniture and other surfaces and 
upgrading air-filtration systems. 

Once campuses reopen, will there still be an online-only option for families that don’t want to send their students back to 
school campuses? 
Yes, all families will have the option to keep their students in an online-only instructional model once students begin physically returning to campuses. 
Families will be asked about their preferences for their student’s learning options in March. 

What will schedules look like for my student? Will I receive childcare information, including before and after school care, 
prior to selecting a school option for my child? 
Specific school schedules will be available for families when selecting an option for your child to ensure you have all the details necessary to make an 
informed decision. We will also be collecting information on your need for child care so that we can provide even more specif ic information to you 
about your enrollment in these programs once campuses reopen fully. 

What is the district’s plan if one child tests positive for COVID-19 at a school site after students return to campus? 
Los Angeles Unified has an exposure management plan in accordance with guidelines from LA County Department of Public Health. If a student tests 
positive for COVID-19, the student will not be allowed to return to campus until they have completed an isolation period of 10 days and are cleared to 
return by our Community Engagement Team. 

What happens if a family member tests positive for COVID-19? 
If a student reports that a family member in their home or a close contact tested positive for COVID -19, they must quarantine at home for 14 days 

Are all the teachers and administration, as well as clerks and staff around our children, required to be vaccinated? 
As part of the District’s plan to bring students and staff back to school in the safest way possible, school staff need to be offered the opportunity to 
receive the vaccine. There are more than 86,000 people who work in traditional and charter schools in Los Angeles Unified, and our initial focus will 
be to vaccinate school staff who are currently working at school sites and all who are involved in preschool and elementary school. 

Will students be vaccinated? 
Currently, available vaccines for COVID-19 are only approved for 16 and older. The District does not have any current plans to vaccinate students. 

Where can I request assistance from a professional for members of my family to get support with stress, anxiety, and other 
mental health needs? 
Families may contact their school site administrator to request services from school site providers and community agencies. A Los Angeles Unified 
hotline is also available to assist families at 213-241-3840. 

How do I stay connected to my child’s school? 
Parents and guardians should create a Parent Portal account in order to stay connected to student academic progress and attendance. To register for 
an account, contact your child’s school to receive a unique 4-digit PIN and the child’s district-issued ID number. Visit the Parent Portal Re-
sources website for more information. 
 

If I am unable to connect with my school site for assistance, whom may I contact? 
You are welcome to contact the Los Angeles Unified Family Hotline at 213-443-1300 and a representative will connect you to the school and office 
able to offer assistance. 

https://achieve.lausd.net/returnfaq 

https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/10470


VNVG Community of Schools Highlights 

Students at Van Nuys Elementary share their 

work using video screen. 

Sylvan Park EL students share their 

knowledge with Superintendent Chait. 

Erwin Elementary students show 
 their talents during their virtual lesson. 

Coldwater Canyon student Daniel Ng 

recited the Pledge of Allegiance at the 

Board of Education Meeting. 

Students at Van Nuys Elementary ex-

plain their thinking. 

 

 

Staff Profile: 

Mr. Manny Villanueva  
School Supervision Officer  

“We thank officer Villanueva 

for his many years of service 

in Local District Northeast.  

We wish him luck as he 

leaves the Madison fami-

ly...an amazing guy with a 

big heart.” 

Students at Sylvan Park use annota-

tions to share their responses. 

Sylvan Park EEC student Jose Reyes is 
fully engaged in his learning. 

 

Riverside Charter School student Anna 

Kromberg is a panelist at the Superintendents' 

Parent Advisory Meeting 

Monlux Students partner with NASA  
to observe  Perseverance 

Sylvan Park EEC uses the scientific method 

to perform their science project. 



 

 

 

Monlux Elementary 

Monlux Elementary 

Monlux Elementary 

Erwin Elementary 

https://reopening.lausd.net/familyguide 

PARENT PORTAL REGISTRATION  

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 

• Contact the school if you have a 
technology concern or need to 
request a device. 

• You can also contact Local 
District Northeast if you are 
unable to reach the school. 

• Local District Northeast will 
reach out to the principal at your 
request.

• 1 hotspot for each household. 
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Millikan Charter & Perf. Arts 

 
Van Nuys MS 

 
Grant HS 

 
London CDC 
 

London HS 
 

Rogers HS 
 

Van Nuys SH 

     Contact Us:  
     Community of Schools  
     Administrative Office: 
     Madison MS 

     13000 Hart Street 
     North Hollywood, CA 91605 

     Ph:  (818) 299-5861 / (818) 252-5400 

     Fax: (818) 299-5863 

     Follow us on: 

Van Nuys / Valley Glen 

Community of Schools: 

Cardenas EL 
 

Chandler EL 

 
Coldwater Canyon EL 

 
Columbus EL 

 
Dixie Canyon Comm. Charter 
 

Erwin EL 
 
Hazeltine EL @MsDamonte Van Nuys Valley Glen  

Free Meals Every Weekday  
7:00 a.m.10:00 a.m. 

 
 Please visit the following Grab & Go 

Food Center within our Community of 

Schools located at: 

Van Nuys Senior High School 

 

Kester EL 

 
Kittridge EL 

 
Monlux EL 

 
Riverside Dr. Charter 
 
Sherman  Oaks EL 
 

Sylvan Park EL 
 
Van Nuys EL 
 

Sylvan Park EEC 
Van Nuys Va-vnvgcommunityofschools  

Schools will  

be closed:  

Spring Break 
Monday, March 29  

to  
Friday, April 2, 2021 

 
School Resumes on 

Monday, April 5, 2021  

Friday, March 26, 2021 

In observance of  

Cesar E. Chavez Birthday 


